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The ItoaJshoz laecibers are T'e.fflui.-i-r accor im^: the lahouT' day units they have vosrlced . 

for the kolLhozo Tbeee do ct’ 'cr rerpoad *,;* the actual working day* They vary vlth 
each t>pt of fariri y.hc Fee:- exaurple, a grc-:m carixig for 10 horses the year round ie 
supposed to have wirkei lab:;'ir day linid. > (it this variety of work the labour day 
unit and the actual day d: c Me.: lie J : li h-t .. aree for Ip horsea^j, however, hie yearly 
lahour lay are 3^7, S* is at unpr cl itable occupation ae the amount to be 

moved or a labr'j.T cay uiir cotn -t actually t>e mewed In '•n* day.. 


'‘Their 1 V jv: ttiri a:,d -tjir. pji i ut t' -. r a labcur day onlt- only an uzKier standing 

That -Tt :: pT .-p-:- j.fiy i r ir . *=^0 ruble- tt :a;-h. :-‘X> grckCLt of wheat, 200 grams of rye, oUc 
kg '-I r r ; . -I'.ls- ^ r ' rf-ij >' ' f e'lgar'n AcMjaily the kolkhoz 

mcuo :T • can b*- -''.ijr t p. ra^-een The rest is often not foirfchconiing, 

ac.d li ccviy hti: t h~ r--.z.‘\ ibili*y v- pr.-dj:*' it. If therr are no creps to shore, the 
cnairtaect oinplv 'V- hA'-'’-' w.^K-rd behl/ thit'. year a!id mue-t do better in the next* ^ 

^Tli- ^ r.- v-r .1--- - i’ : jnp u I however bad the harvest may ha ' 

becC. ,* Tt. 193^- *f-- c-^iab r - f ’r.f- \\c& K :lKh :.2 q':t 1»S0 rubles In each, 2CX: grams -h 
c£ whett a*ui ’ v'-i -.1 * at ^ 'Hii- -a-F T'Tisider ed quite a good year, as 

OD*:. •.ft.f't gA ’ . ‘lA— ana the '.ash payment ti? of; on not a;;aden 

”’.Tr:-r.;A • -r i h*- 2. .■* rM.p-r- .t i " • abut. nv i.cccme.- ji kolkhoz members, they 

c /.o- 1 '.: - ; i v nignr ' r.-i - p«; ■'la/n Tliey should not be generally 

'•■*-1 VfeVAd . TM'-r - ar : ^hiA'r . h:"- K ' i.c Lrjt*' la being the *Nakotne * kolkhr * 


U.S, officials Only 
■V^TJTbOE-y^'r AL 

’*1 - ■■■ •: T P~ eUjc’li r 1 f "-" r I oaR Ev I r 

'J lus n port fs fur thr u-e within tlu* UH.A of ihr i'om,'>*»n'*nts of thr DL-j>ai’tinent.s or 

.iLtr'U'lr;; ttulicalcd abovi* It l.s mi»L tt) smittud uvur.stM.s withinit tin* conciir.'i'nce of the 

urh-itiiif in- iMt-r'.* ''ii utiuh i!',.- A'-.'-.h't ih Mir. e’ur -<i rhr t itlirr of ;inrl Dl.s.sfin ni.it tun . CIA. 
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They have excellent eijaiptr^^nt nn'J 
good, paynenns to tnelr- uictiber?* 
and given to theni- They exe kf^pt 
from ot-h^r Soviet republic fo The 
than the other kclkhoze? is that 
fav?t. 


p:L-nt^ 


-t fertilizer proauce good uBLiv^bis attd 4 u«ko 
l; m;;.v i-act*. ®‘''v‘'rt'rjir2»£^ . it. is taken froin other kolkhozes 
o- excui .-ions of schoclchlldxea and viflltore 

official expl£naii.>n of why they are so much better off 
f.h- cther.-i are lazy and that their poverty is their own 


m 


"All the talk ahout the electrifico 
ar.d nay' appXy f-o the show kolkboie 
peusive, and the kolkhoz rr^aft pay 
for such things « The usual .-•c’uc^ 
a cylinder.. The price 'jif s-lT-ti-c 


i.:.c and radtof Ic aticr. of the kolkhozes is nonsense 
i Electrification and radiofication are ex- 

i'z then ou^'of its own pocket. It does riot have mouey 
rf light iri a kolkhoz is a amall kerosene losip without 
:.arrtr;T tr t-f*; kopeks per kwh. 


Private Qwn^ roh tp 


"-he kolkhoz member, cajn^or p.,sMt)iv liv^: oc what ih<^y get rrom the ko^hoz. What keeps 
kir^h-r T.l't of 0 .- h-ctaies that every fcmlly, but not a 

them ali _ ali-wed. The kilkhc : netnbor day In day out on the kolkhoz field, 

single.' per, ^ 1.^ -- ^ raid-*' 'hp knlkh^^z tf' make the comoulsory deliveries 

virtually . V.«d v.:-kxng dey this sa^ ko^oz 

to the st.atr flr.d t. k..r.p . ‘'L';. I;-.. r.r>r himself and fanily. 

member goes to wotk on m- 


"Almobt e'»'ery i/unliy ksepr a 
in feeding it. In s>ainmef th 
cattle if the 'ivner perf-vrcn-. 
straw is ever distributed tc 
of fodder themse Ive t? „ Sonet 
grase from the ditch barks b 
mowed the meadow and itiuy 
ownex H have to re*^ jr ’ " h*- 

or* the Latvi.ar; ic: Ikh -t.'- ari 
faxrafir£^t A certa.in ani'-uo*- 
menbers steal fr om ’ha^ ^ h 
through the wix.r.^r as iht. 
property’ is punitrhed v^-, r 
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lirrl*: plot.> They have the greatest difficulties 
p-a»e'or r.he kolkhoz meadows with the kolkhoz 
ir day ur-itr gratis for the kolkhoz., No hay or 
^rip-rmbArs as the kclkhozee ere chronically short 
an tumn the member e ere allowed to mow a llttlA 
TO a nv^.adov, although the kolkhoz may not have 
c :'jer to' keep their covs over the winter the 
. p'o.vible because there are no communal cowsheds 
, r.-i’Tir: fvr»: kept it the sheds of the former 
’ - .ued fC'T the ccmmun.al cattle and the kolkhoz 

nnv the stacke that sbaiid In the meadows 

't"v ly^iTl by .^catteied hay. Theft of 'public 


Payments 


"The farmers mur* pA.;; iv-avv 
kind. The taxc-r tot O^ ;. ht- 
1 CVO --200 rubies Ir-ir; ? 

they produce icd ivxduai ly ^ 
market at 3 **^ rubles pt-r ii 


*1 *b- * -T ;7‘UC1^ picT.5. otid cattlc OEid make deliveries , In 
Ai 1 j are i;me thing like aOC^O rubles yearly, plttc 

- Ikbrz ;:-'.r-b^ro The farriers must sell a good deal of what 
licv ’ -ve; criT-.V ’ h'=‘ milk of their cow but sell it on the 
Tn. 'r ^ rhe p-'^tatces and vegetables they grow* 


Pct-at.cc': bxiri 
an 1 Thc'ir egg-?-! 


1 ruMf- t-ei' kg iTj 


•• h -n 


‘ a.r uTiit.^aiid T rubies Hi winter z They also sell 


"Tl-ie 

(if 


de l iver ler it kLn:i i’ 
th-> f'-CT'meT Kt'-'I-.- c" 


■ oj prr i* 
••u h- 


ar.T litrei of wilk frotn O.S hectares 

b;./ *h.'- m’.lk fr-.TTJ o' hers vho do), s little over 

...... vs.v,* 


dt-l 


dr 1 
ev.r 

',\i 

fxa 
bt - 

1 \ 


.-^npr- i V 

^bii V 'r- T.'w ruw p* 

TT ?i hrcr- ■ r 1 > ‘v-, r: 

riii'i ; he inu- '^ r. r. . : 'J r r.' \ 1 ' t 

f.v.-w&dAV- 1 ./ ' 'UiJl'. t- : f-\' 

r. wiib ■:* a • . ^ 

fLCic'i.c. ci^itVTtX : z.y , '’'■j. ’ivr.- ^ M,*/.'* 

^■vonneus qu'-’-u-' 1 ; irr:*'-. *•- I--' 

hr th-— ’ ’ ’ 'ret: 


. - ’rege^' able*’ cr pet at oe a need be 

Th- number of henf- and chickens Ip ^ 
.t , r..- r matte: nc deli very it. kind; if he ad-.-. 

mi.lk a Latvi-n farmer ever 
m-^Tolv - . children. Their w^.rk does r. . 
X-' ’ tio tread usu ally to be had In 

i,tr- ..f It in tVie country^ | , ^ _ I 

Govvzp raniway station. The bread nan 
!J. *■ rar, imagine how the kolkhoz pease.v-.y. 
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"Tlie lcolKtio?.es are managed inefficiently^ All me etiate cares alDout la to squeeze out 
the coE^xilsoxT- deliveries, vhich are oaciv ar*d various o First there la the *crqp8 aorm* 
to the state j about one quarter of a really good, harvest hut extracted even when the 
harvest is had- It depends on the nunoer of hectares sown- Then comes the * 8iq)pleinenta“ 
ry norm*, a certain amount of grain delivered to the state over and above the compulBory 
delivery- Fortunately tliif depends on the quality of the harvest and not on the number 
of sown hectares as does the basic norms. Then cones the remuneration to the state -owned 
machine and tractor station- This ahoat- equals the basic delivery to the state ar^d 
depends on the number of hectares the station has ploughed or haar/ested- Then next 
year's seed uust. be tamed over to a seed collecting center^ A certain small, percentage 
of the harvest must also be set aside for aid to aged and disabled kolldioz member.*?' (there is 
no social insurance for kolkhozntks as there is for industrial workers). Lastly, every 
kolkhoz C3tu8t make an agrcesient with the market administration of its local centre 
(Llepaja Is the centre foi Nica) foi the sale cf some produce to get cash to pay the 
administration and to buy fertilizer and. small equipment o The payment for the deliveries 
to the state is so small that it yields olmofit nothing. Most of the groin goes to the 
USSR. The seed grain is locked up In special warehouses, for if left with the kollchoz 
the people would eat It- 




Problems 


lift "The riachiae and tractor stat 2 or.s ai? coni?ldered a plague as the payment for the equipment 
they supply^ which the kolki»o 2 ;e^ thern-zelves are not allowed to own ^ Is exorbitant- In 
the kolkhozes where manpower if not too short, the kolkhoz tries to do much of the work 
by bond and to use the rf the station a‘> little as possible. One often sees 

the people cutting the jjrair. with sickles.. 

12 n "The output of the ko.lkh: .^.e v :■ inks with •^very year for two reasons: 

(a) The people are t irte- t red ir. raising the ' utput as they would get viirtually 
nothing even .If they exerted ' t.rmse2ve 

(b) There i.s very le n'lxure as the K^tlkhozes do act have enough cattle. VThat 

there is, la badly cared for -xr.'d i nfec « In the Autumn of 1952, for e xample^ f oot and 
mouth disease made great ravages p^'irt : i ularly in Courland in the conmiunes of Rucava 
and Dunlka. Ther^^ is to: hay -r other tedder for the cattle. This winter (1952- 

53) even waterplonts. ha**''e beer* fed to them. Sinal.l branches and pine needles have been 
the urual winter fodder for .'cvsral year: , In tx'rir!.s the cattle are skin and bones. 

13 * "A kittle artiflcol fertilizer is brcugii* to Latvia from the USSR proper, but it is for 
from sufficient. Moreover, the Ttar.-Sport 1i iir. organized;: the kolkhozes do not know of 
its arrival beforehand, ir ir transported without wrappings and Just dumped down from 
the cars at the railway station- The kolkli'.'Z nay not know of its arrival for days or 
have no neanB to trac.Ap'‘'rt it tnat most cf It deteriorates at the station before it 

reaches the fields* 

lU. "The pTc-mises of k-^lkhozes t :• raise cut put, whi'h tr** reported in the papers, have no 
6 igeif i c ajice » The koikhrci rritmt-ArT •* ar-- 1 t" moke such promocs and they forget 

about them after the are grv*. r*.. I 

Labor 

15 . 'Vhnt the kolkliozc-- -erv r:. mac- p r. ’e r Robedy works overtime, even at the 

harvest a.s such work bri.ag*' a.' reward.! The nanagement drive* the members only as long 
as the various deliveries unf ulf i.ll-^^'d- In December 1952 schools were closed every- 

where and the children p-eri t'-» the courjtry tc harvest sugar beetSn In January 1953 
pleri.ty of kolldioz pOTatre- lay under snow' die meadruG hod remained unmown; the 

grain had not beet cart'^'d into bartit bu^ bad sprouted in the fields; the people were 
still threshing what they ha/1 mauaged tc‘ bring in. Nobody cored about the grain still In 
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The fieino* xx -che koxkhozniks had oeen that 

VOilLl oGSuchGV m32m£S tO hfllin Lt lli. 

atote is that nobody touches the unharvested foraln* 
forced labour. 


they would get half of that grain, 
the only thlxig tlioL zoatterD to the 
That would bring the c\*lprlt to 


'The kolkhoz cholnaeii are appointed by the CP, os la the reat of the niaaaaament. The 
chalnaaa and the agronomist are usually Latvians. The CP secretary (pertorg) la often 
a .V T at a Soviet. As the entire managefflent steals as mneh as It can, it sloaes Its 
eyt^ to the misdeeds of the members; only when some Komsomol boy coii®lalno do they 
have to take steps. 


"There are considerably more women on the kolichozes than men. More men are deported 
for various offences; a certain number of men work oa lumberjacks year round; 

lA y^mru nr a£re t.h^ ynimg m^n drafted Into the ersy y aomiuaily for three years 
but actu al ly for five to seven as military service nay bs prolonged arbitrarily. When 
they enter military service the yoxang loen are struck off the list of a koUchos 
need not return to it after service. Hardly any do return; they try to get a Job In 
town where life is scanewhat easier. No other members may leave the kolkhoz j not even 
cripples. Only children who are very gifted may go to schools In town. They must 
study very well for if they get an Indifferent mark, th-v are returned to the 
kolkhoz. 




% 



- end - 
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